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 Engineers, Hurricane Ivan Recovery Missions 

e following news release is intended as an overview of US Army 
. Print and broadcast media may feel free to run bullet items as 
ct us for more background information on specific missions. POC is 
0 

he U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is already delivering ice, water, 

ement services to Alabama’s storm-damaged communities 

e Corps carries out missions in response to taskings from FEMA 

nagement Agency) that have been coordinated with the State of 

, the Corps will also be launching “Operation Blue Roof,” a 

roofing repairs until people can arrange for a permanent repair to 

n a disaster threatens, the Corps activates contractors who are 

mergency supplies of drinking water and ice for temporary 

veling toward Alabama even before Hurricane Ivan made landfall. 

nd roads become navigable, trucks began rolling to distribution 

n pick up supplies they need until water and power return to normal. 

nnounced on radio and TV stations and are listed in newspapers. 

ompanies rush to get electrical distribution systems repaired and 

rmal. In the meantime, some critical public facilities like hospitals, 

s, and sewer plants cannot wait. The Corps assesses power needs 

to critical facilities, where they are set up and periodically serviced  

-continued- 

http://www.sas.usace.army.mil/er/CHR.htm
mailto:penny.schmitt@saw02.usace.army.mil
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       until normal power returns. The Corps then removes and services the generators, getting  

       them ready for the next place that may need them. Requests for emergency generators 

should be made to the Alabama State Emergency Operations Center. 

• Debris management: When a big storm hits, there is so much debris from downed trees 

and damaged structures, that it can overwhelm local public works departments. The U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers has a contract with Phillips & Jordan, Inc., a large waste 

management firm. Counties can choose to have Phillips & Jordan manage their debris 

cleanup effort. They can also choose to receive technical assistance from Corps 

contracting specialists if they decide to contract for the work themselves. The Corps will 

help counties remove debris from public rights of way and to haul, reduce, and dispose of 

debris in accordance with environmental requirements. The Corps has no authority to 

work on private properties. To date, cities in Baldwin, Mobile and Escambia counties 

have requested the Corps contractor to assist with their storm debris cleanup. Small 

businesses or independent contractors can subcontract with Phillips & Jordan to help 

with the debris cleanup effort. Those who are interested in such work should go on line 

at http://disaster.pandj.com/primaries/subcon.html or call 813-783-1132 to speak with 

someone at the 24-hour contracting help desk. 

• Operation Blue Roof: The Corps is getting ready to start Operation Blue Roof. 

Contractors are being hired to place temporary roof repairs on residences and other non-

commercial structures. The repairs are intended to protect structures until people can 

work with their insurance companies or otherwise arrange for a permanent repair. There 

is no charge for this service. To get an Operation Blue Roof repair, homeowners must 

sign a Right of Entry form. This allows the government to assess the roof damage, 

determine if a temporary fix can be accomplished, and send contract workers to fix the 

roof. Information about Operation Blue Roof is available by telephone at 1-888-ROOF-

BLU (1-888-766-3258). Please stay on the line to hear general information about the 

program and press the appropriate number to learn the status of the program in Alabama. 

The message is updated daily 
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• Tarps for self-help roof repair: The Corps has ordered tarps that people can use to 

make temporary roof repairs on their own. As they arrive, these tarps are being delivered 

to 13 affected counties for distribution. We will be releasing information about 

distribution as soon as supplies are on the ground Please note that if you pick up a tarp for 

self-help repair, you can still participate in Operation Blue Roof.  

• Temporary housing: The Corps has been asked to assist FEMA in finding sites where 

mobile homes or travel trailers can be placed, and to identify sites on public lands that 

can be developed as mobile home parks for temporary housing. FEMA supplies 

temporary housing for people who have been permanently displaced by disasters. 

 

“The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is bringing people from all over the United States to 

respond to the disaster recovery needs in Alabama,” said Lt. Col. Bud Jones, the Corps’ 

Commander of the Alabama Emergency Response and Recovery Office for Hurricane Ivan. “We 

are proud to be of service, and we will stay on the job until all the emergency missions FEMA 

assigns us have been completely fulfilled.”  

 


